
Medical research and 
innovation in Sweden

for better health, new jobs and a growing economy



An independent foundation for health and prosperity

Research!Sweden is a politically independent, non-profit foundation that 
works to make medical research a higher national priority – for health and 
prosperity.

Our vision is that medical research and companies should increasingly
develop in, or move to Sweden and that medical advancements should
benefit the population at a faster pace. 

Our message is that medical research for health must become a higher
national priority in order for Sweden to be in the forefront of life science and 
for patients to have access to the best possible care.

Research!Sweden encourages the Government to prioritize a framework of
favorable conditions for medical research and its application. In the long term, 
state investments for medical research should increase to correspond 4 öre 
per healthcare krona.  



Our mission is to inform and raise awareness about the importance of medical research for 
health and we provide political decision makers with evidence-based analyses and policy 
advice. We continuously work to foster a constructive discussion climate for change. 

Research!Sweden is based on the research by Anna Nilsson Vindefjärd on Medical innovation 
and organization (Karolinska Institutet & Stanford University). After serving as a life science 
attaché at the Swedish Embassy in Washington, D.C., she began, alongside her new role as 
Director of Research and Innovation at the ”Association for pharmaceutical companies”, to 
establish an independent foundation dedicated to making medical research a higher national 
priority—for health and prosperity.

Research!Sweden was formally established in 2010, by the signatures of 64 distinguished 
individuals from all sectors of society, including politics, business, culture, professional 
organizations, patient associations, public administration, healthcare, and academia. In 2011, 
Vindefjärd left her other position in order to fully focus on developing and leading the 
foundation.

The foundation advocates for medical research as an investment in Sweden from a societal 
perspective. 

An independent foundation for health and prosperity



The Think tank ”Agenda for Health and Prosperity”

Research!Sweden had actively advocated for the need for a life 
science strategy, and when the Government in 2014 moved 
forward with the proposal, Vindefjärd invited 25 stakeholders to 
collaborate on providing evidence-based input. The stakeholders 
represented key actors in the life science system: academia, 
healthcare, industry, patients and public agencies.

The project, based on a review of over 200 research reports and 
several workshops, resulted in a comprehensive analysis and 14 
policy proposals with action plans, aimed at strengthening 
Sweden’s life science ecosystem to enhance both health and 
prosperity.



The report Agenda for health and prosperity was presented at a conference, 

organized by Research!Sweden in May 2015, with over 400 participants and 

three ministers on stage. The Government appointed a life science 

coordinator who made good use of the report.

Great interest from the Government

The project became the permanent think tank “Agenda for Health and 
Prosperity” where 40 organizations for over 10 years come together under 
Research!Sweden’s leadership to collaborate long-term to improve the 
conditions for medical research, the life science industry and healthcare.
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We focus on four areas that are closely interconnected and essential for achieving improved 
health and prosperity.

With our collective expertise, we have a strong foundation for system analysis and can develop 
relevant proposals on how to reach the goals outlined in these areas.

4 key goals



Workshops: analyses och action proposals

During workshops, the members of the think tank "Agenda for Health and Prosperity" 
jointly develop yearly analyses and proposals for action to strengthening Sweden’s life 
science ecosystem and thereby enhance both health and prosperity.



Analyses and policy advice for the government

Analyses and proposals for action from the think tank “Agenda for Health and Prosperity” are 
presented to the government on a yearly basis. 

They are also used by other organizations, creating greater impact.



Evaluation of the actions taken by the goverment
We regularly follow up and evaluate the decisions and actions taken by the 
government. The conclusions are presented publicly and discussed with politicians, the 
organizations in “Agenda for Health and Prosperity” and other stakeholders



Public and exclusive 
events
Research!Sweden organizes 
several different conferences 
and seminars. 

One high-light is the annual 
Research!Sweden Day, where 
ministers and other politicians, 
leaders from agencies, 
companies, health care, 
universities and patient groups 
gather for a high-level 
presentations, discussions and 
dinner.



Awards

Every year, Forska!Sweden presents awards to front-edge researchers and to decision-
makers who have excelled in their commitment to strengthen medical research, 
innovation and patient benefit. The awards are presented during the annual 
Forska!Sweden Day.



Debate articles, press releases and social media
We are active in the public debate through articles, press releases, comments and social 
media. We also keep interested parties informed through newsletters.



Opinion polls and surveys

To find out the attitude of the public and politicians with regards to investment in 
medical research and other questions, Research!Sweden conducts various types 
of opinion polls or surveys. We use the results for our own understanding, as well 
as in meetings with politicians and in articles.



Fact sheets and films about the value of research
We contribute by continuously demonstrating that medical research is an 
investment, not a cost. We do this through short films and fact sheets. 

The publication “The Cost of Disease & the Value of Medical Research and 
Development” exemplifies health and societal benefits of research and 
development in medicine and health sciences.



Statistical data and annual 
progress reports

We compile statistics on developments in life 
science in Sweden and in other countries. This is 
updated continuously. 

In this yearly report you will find statistics on: 

• Government funding for research and 
development 

• Growth rate for research and development 

• Expenditure on healthcare 

• Clinical trials 

and much more



Political inputs: Position papers, 
consultation responses etc.

We provide input to political decision-
makers through position papers, input to 
important bills or consultation responses.



Interactions with political decision-makers
We have frequent meetings with politicians to present and discuss proposed actions that can 
strengthen the life science-system in Sweden and bring benefits to the patients.
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