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In December 2011 I made a �rm commitment to  
re-establish the UK’s global leadership in the life 
science sector, announcing the Government’s  
ten-year Strategy for UK Life Sciences.

Today, the sector accounts for 165,000 UK jobs and 
over £50 billion in turnover, and is a major contributor 
to both patient bene�t and our economy. But I believe 
that the sector has an even brighter future.

To prepare for this future, we need to 
make the most of the key elements 
of UK life sciences: basic science in 
universities, clinical research, industry 
and the National Health Service 
(NHS). By more closely integrating 
the UK’s unique strengths, I believe 
that we can improve healthcare for 
patients, attract new investment 
to the UK, and create new jobs 
and business opportunities in 
an increasingly competitive and 
international industry.

Since the launch of the Strategy 
for UK Life Sciences, we have made 
great progress in building a better life 
sciences ecosystem, attracting and 
rewarding talent, and overcoming 
barriers to investment. 

We have also made excellent progress 
on our commitment to open up 
NHS data to researchers. The NHS 
is one of our greatest assets, and 
its standardised system of data 
collection has the potential to help 
transform healthcare and support new 
discoveries and clinical research. We 
are committed to making even more 
of this data available in a secure and 
anonymised way. 

The offer for industry to invest in 
and partner with the UK is based on 
excellence in basic research, clinical 
translation and commercialisation. 
We will to continue to refresh and 
improve this offer to create the right 
business environment for investment, 
and ensure that the UK becomes 
the global location of choice for life 
science innovation.

This UK Life Science Prospectus is 
a call to action for industry to work 
with us on this vision to win the global 
race for life science investment and 
innovation.

Foreword

David Cameron 
Prime Minister 
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The commitments made in the 
Strategy for UK Life Sciences  
document, and the progress made 
to date, focus on improving the 
ef�ciency of the translation of 
scienti�c discoveries into innovative 
products and services, making that 
process smarter, better, and faster, 
and leading to bigger returns for 
patients, businesses, and investors. 
To see a full list of actions outlined in 
the Strategy and to get an update on 
progress, read The Strategy for UK 
Life Sciences: One Year On which can 
be downloaded from:  
www.bis.gov.uk/ols

This new Prospectus reiterates:

�›�� the commitment the UK is making 
to improve the UK’s life science 
ecosystem, bene�ting both 
businesses and patients, and 

�›�� the commitment the UK is making 
to industry to be the preferred 
partner for your business in 
discovering, developing, and 
commercialising innovative life 
science products and services. 

We recognise the need to support 
every component of the pathway. 
From bench to bedside, we are making 
it easier to discover, develop and 
deliver healthcare innovation in the UK. 

For further information on the UK life 
science offer or the latest success stories 
visit www.ukti.gov.uk/lifesciences

To help achieve these commitments 
and to signal the importance of 
the life science sector to the UK 
economy, UK Trade and Investment 
(UKTI) has established a dedicated 
unit to support overseas investment 
into the UK, from the earliest R&D 
collaborations through to clinical 
trials, commercial operations and 
partnerships. The team in the 
UKTI Life Science Investment 
Organisation (LSIO) is here to 
help your business navigate the 
opportunity to partner with and invest 
in the UK, and to connect you to the 
wider UK life Science community.

Our Commitment 
to Business

The life science industry faces increasing challenges, from the rising costs and 
increasing complexity of research and development to marketplaces that are 
evolving in response to ageing populations, the prevalence of chronic diseases 
and escalating healthcare costs. The UK’s commitment to addressing these 
challenges was documented in the Strategy for UK Life Sciences,  launched in 
December 2011.

Image: © Random 42 – 3D medical animations of viruses and hypoxia tissue 
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As a business operating in the UK, regardless 
of size, your business will bene�t from a range 
of funding. For example, larger companies 
through to global enterprises can bene�t 
from the Government�s Regional Growth 
Fund (RGF). Whilst small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) can bene�t from the 
Biomedical Catalyst Fund and Invention for 
Innovation (i4i), as well as the range of RGF 
programmes being run by intermediaries such 
as Local Enterprise Partnerships.

Your business will bene�t from the support 
and investment we provide to protect the UK�s 
vibrant research base and create the right 
environment for experimental medicine, clinical 
translation and commercialisation. 

Your business will also bene�t from the 
opportunity to use the UK as a launch pad to 
other international markets, whether in Europe 
or beyond. The UK�s excellent reputation in 
research, clinical development, health regulation, 
and health economics combined with UKTI�s own 
global connectivity mean that the UK can help 
your business maximise the export potential of 
your health technologies or services.
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With the increasing cost, 
risk and complexity of 
research and development, 
it has become increasingly 
challenging for life 
science companies to 
commercialise medical 
innovations. 
To address this challenge, the UK 
Government is introducing a suite of 
�scal measures including: targeted 
investment, funding initiatives and 
tax incentives to stimulate innovation 
and growth for start-ups and small 
and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) 
through to large global enterprises. By 
locating in the UK, your business also 
becomes eligible for funding initiatives 
from the European Commission. 

Improving the Business  
Environment for Life Sciences

Image: © Random 42 –  
3D medical animation of the brain
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Accessing private investment: 
Growth in UK venture capital

New life science venture capital funds 
have formed, in the UK, providing 
additional early-stage investment. This 
increase of funds will help both start-ups 
and companies in developing commercial 
opportunities. An example of two new 
funds are The Wellcome Trust’s Syncona 
Fund and Index Ventures.

Ensuring a business friendly 
landscape: Regional Growth 
Fund (RGF) 

The Government’s RGF is a £2.4 billion 
fund operating across England from 
2011 to 2015. It supports projects and 
programmes that also lever private 
sector investment to create economic 
growth and sustainable employment, 
ensuring that your company can thrive 
in a business-friendly environment.

Bringing innovation to 
the patient: Invention for 
Innovation

A research award from the National 
Institute for Health Research 
(NIHR), Invention for Innovation 
aims to support and advance the 
development of innovative medical 
technologies, and their translation 
into the clinical environment for the 
bene�t of patients in the NHS in 
England and Wales. It is a patient-
focused source of early or late-stage 
product development funding for R&D 
collaborations between UK healthcare 
academics, clinicians and industry. 

Rewarding Innovation:  
Patent Box 

From April 2013, the UK Government 
will introduce the Patent Box, which 
allows companies to elect to apply 
a 10% rate of corporation tax on 
all pro�ts attributable to qualifying 
patents, whether paid separately as 
royalties or embedded in the sales 
price of products. 

Making the R&D spend of  
your business go further:  
R&D tax credits

The single biggest UK Government 
support for business investment in 
R&D are tax credits.

The scheme for small and medium 
sized enterprises (SMEs) is amongst 
the most generous in the world. The 
SME scheme provides relief worth 
approximately 25p on every £1 of 
qualifying expenditure. Companies 
claiming under the SME scheme 
can also claim relief for R&D 
subcontracted to other enterprises. 
Large companies applying to 
the scheme receive relief worth 
approximately 7p on every £1 of 
qualifying expenditure. 

From April 2013, large companies will be 
able to claim an ‘Above the Line’ Credit 
for their qualifying R&D expenditure. 
This is designed to increase the 
visibility and certainty of R&D relief 
and provide greater �nancial and cash 
�ow support to companies with no 
corporation tax liability. 

10%
rate of corporation tax on all pro�ts 

attributable to qualifying patents

The SME scheme provides relief worth 
approximately 25p on every £1 of 

qualifying expenditure

The Facts

is a £2.4bn 
fund operating 
across England 
from 2011-15 

RGF

SUPPORT AND INVESTMENT
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Building the Northern Irish life 
science sector: Invest Northern 
Ireland 

Offering some of the most attractive 
incentive packages in Europe, Invest 
Northern Ireland provides �nancial 
support to help set up, along with 
comprehensive advice to facilitate the 
investment process. Invest Northern 
Ireland also supports commercial 
clinical trials that bene�t from the 
Health & Social R&D clinical research 
infrastructure.

Building the Welsh life 
science sector: Life Sciences 
Investment Fund

A £100 million fund created for the 
life science sector in Wales. The new 
fund will contribute to an already 
well-established Welsh life science 
sector that employs over 15,000 
people in more than 300 businesses, 
contributing around £1.3 billion to the 
economy annually.

 

Incentivising partnership 
working: UK Research 
Partnership Investment Fund 
(UK RPIF)

The £300 million UK RPIF, managed by 
the Higher Education Funding Council 
for England, will lever more than 
double this from private investment 
into higher education research facilities 
and stimulate strategic research 
partnerships between university, 
businesses and charities. Several 
projects relevant to life science were 
announced in 2012, securing £146.5 
million from the fund.

Bridging the gap:  
Biomedical Catalyst 

A £180 million programme of public 
funding designed to deliver growth to 
the UK life science sector. Delivered 
jointly by the Medical Research Council 
and the Technology Strategy Board, 
the Biomedical Catalyst provides 
responsive and effective support for 
the best life science opportunities 
arising in the UK and seeks to support 
opportunities that demonstrate the 
highest scienti�c and commercial 
potential, irrespective of medical area.

Building the Scottish life 
science sector: Scottish 
Enterprise 

Providing grants for investment 
projects via the Regional Selective 
Assistance funds, Scottish Enterprise 
also has grants to support 
commercially viable translational 
research projects (up to and including 
early phase clinical trials) led by both 
research organisations and companies.

£300 million  
from UK RPIF to stimulate R&D 

collaborations between universities, 
businesses and charities

£100 million  
fund for the life science sector

In 2012 the MRC and the TSB 
committed 

£180m 
over three years to the  

Biomedical Catalyst

The Welsh life science sector

employs

15,000 people
contributing around

£1.3 billion

+



From bench to bedside

To see a full list of actions outlined in the Strategy and get an update  
on progress to date, read The Strategy for UK Life Sciences: 
One Year On, which can be downloaded from: www.bis.gov.uk/ols
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The UK has a rich heritage of life science 
discovery that has transformed scienti�c 
knowledge and continues to unlock clinical and 
commercial opportunities. From the building 
blocks of the new genomic age, to the secrets 
of cells, and the physics that makes magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI) possible, UK science 
is world-class, offering industry an opportunity 
to partner with globally recognised pioneers 
and innovators. 

The Medical Research Council (MRC), 
which celebrates its centenary 
year in 2013, is just one example of 
this heritage. The MRC’s research 
institutes include the Laboratory of 
Molecular Biology where Watson and 
Crick uncovered the structure of DNA. 
Due to open in 2015, the Francis Crick 
Institute is a partnership between 
the MRC, Cancer Research UK, the 
Wellcome Trust, University College 
London, King’s College London, and 
Imperial College London. It will be one 
of the most signi�cant developments 
in UK biomedical science for a 
generation. By fostering collaboration 
with other centres of excellence, The 
Institute will harness the full capacity 
of this country’s brightest and best 
researchers for the bene�t of patients 
and the economy.

Supporting the UK’s  
Vibrant Research Base

The UK  currently has 77 Nobel Prizes  
for contributions to biomedical science. ”



9Invest in UK Life Sciences 

The UK Government has 
protected the UK’s science 
budget and is committed 

to supporting core science 
funding. The UK is also 

making major investment 
in genomics, informatics 

and synthetic biology. ”

Image: © The Science Photo Library –  
Human oestrogen-related receptor molecule
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Enabling an era of genomic 
medicine

The Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute 
is one of the world’s leading genome 
centres. With its support from the 
Wellcome Trust and its ability to 
conduct research at scale, it engages 
in bold and long-term exploratory 
projects that are designed to in�uence 
and empower medical science 
globally. Global leadership roles 
include a Human Genome Project, 
1000 Genomes Project, International 
Cancer Genome Consortium 
Institute, International Knockout 
Mouse Consortium and MalariaGEN. 
Research �ndings from the Institute’s 
own research programmes and 
through participation in national and 
international consortia are being 
used to develop new diagnostics and 
treatments for human disease.

Cloning frogs and Nobel Prizes 

In 1962, John Gurdon discovered that 
the specialisation of cells is reversible, 
by replacing the immature cell nucleus 
in an egg cell of a frog with the 
nucleus from a mature intestinal cell. 
This work paved the way for Shinya 
Yamanaka, in 2006, who discovered 
how intact mature cells in mice 
could be reprogrammed to become 
immature stem cells. This work won 
Gurdon and Yamanka the 2012 Nobel 
Prize for Physiology or Medicine. By 
reprogramming human cells, scientists 
have created new opportunities to 
study diseases and develop methods 
for diagnosis and therapy. 

The UK continues to take the lead in 
stem cell science and regenerative 
medicine, to invest in capabilities to 
help grow the industry in the UK and 
facilitate the commercialisation of 
stem cell and regenerative medicine 
technologies. 

Within this, the recently established 
Cell Therapy Catapult will grow the 
life science industry in the UK by:

�›�� Taking products into clinical 
trials, de-risking them for further 
investment 

�›�� Providing clinical expertise and 
access to NHS clinical partners 

�›�� Providing technical expertise and 
infrastructure to ensure products 
can be made to Good Manufacturing 
Practice (GMP) and are delivered 
cost effectively

�›�� Providing regulatory expertise to 
ensure that products can get to the 
clinic safely in the shortest time

�›�� Providing opportunities for 
collaboration, nationally and 
globally

�›�� Providing access to business 
expertise, grants and investment 
�nance so that commercially 
viable products are progressed and 
investable propositions generated. 

Additionally, several of the Research 
Councils have committed to invest  
£25 million over �ve years to address 
key barriers to progress, of which  
£20 million will fund a UK Regenerative 
Medicine Platform, with up to �ve 
interdisciplinary research hubs. 

These will have the expertise and 
critical mass to address the key 
technical and scienti�c challenges 
associated with translating promising 
scienti�c discoveries. Up to £5 million 
will be invested in disease-focused 
programmes, working in collaboration 
with charities and other funding 
partners to address speci�c areas. To 
further support the UK Regenerative 
Medicine Platform, £20 million of new 
funding has now been allocated to 
allow for a top-up fund to provide 
imaging and cell manufacture 
technologies.

Magnetic gradients and  
medical imaging

The UK has played a key role in the 
advancement of magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) technology and the 
widening of its application to deliver 
greater medical bene�t in a number 
of research and clinical settings. 
The 2003 Nobel Prize in Physiology 
or Medicine was awarded to Paul 
Lauterbur and Peter Mans�eld for 
their discoveries concerning magnetic 
resonance imaging. Peter Mans�eld 
developed the utilisation of gradients 
in the magnetic �eld to enable a useful 
imaging technique. Today, the UK has 
academic and industry excellence in 
the extension of the applications of 
MRI, improvement of the technology 
and supporting algorithms, a tool 
for diagnosis and the prediction of 
response to treatment. 
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Research Partnerships 

In the UK, partners work together to 
support a research and innovation 
culture that spans sectors and 
geographies, and supports the creation 
of a fully integrated life science and 
healthcare ecosystem that places the 
patient at the heart of the system.

Building a collaborative 
research ecosystem

In England, the success of the �ve 
Academic Health Science Centres, 
continues to develop as the NHS 
opens up to work in research 
partnerships with industry. The role 
of the Academic Health Science 
Centre is to develop and take the 
discoveries made through research 
partnerships and translate them into 
new therapies and techniques, and 
promote their application in the NHS 

in as fast a timeframe as possible. 
This dissemination of technology will 
be further supported by the newly 
emerging Academic Health Science 
Networks, here industry will have 
the opportunity to connect with the 
NHS in a unique knowledge exchange 
network that encourages diffusion of 
products and services to patients.

In Scotland, the Scottish Academic 
Health Sciences Collaboration 
harnesses Scotland’s research 
power by facilitating collaborations 
between Scottish universities and 
health boards. This offers industry a 
coordinated system to contract and 
cost research studies across Scotland.

In Wales, the National Institute for 
Social Care and Health Research 
Academic Health Science Collaboration 
maximises collaborations between 
health boards, trusts, universities 
and industry to facilitate high quality 
research to create world leading 
improvements in healthcare. 

In Northern Ireland, Northern 
Ireland’s Connected Health and 
Prosperity Action Plan ensures cross-
sectorial support for health & social 
care R&D, innovation and widespread 
deployment of healthcare technologies. 

Image: © UKTI – Patient in an MRI scanner
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Success stories
University of Warwick and Bosch 
Healthcare launch research facility
The Institute of Digital Healthcare (IDH) in Warwick 
Manufacturing Group (WMG) at the University of Warwick 
and Bosch Healthcare have launched a major research 
facility for developing digital healthcare technologies 
for people with life-threatening and chronic illnesses. 
WMG at the University of Warwick is working with Bosch 
Healthcare, Warwick Medical School and other partners on 
selected healthcare activities. A new IDH Learning Lab will 
design and trial novel digital healthcare technologies and 
will aim to understand and evaluate the effectiveness of 
digital programmes in the health service.

“This approach is at the very heart of our healthcare 
products, which connect patients to services and assist 
them in having more control over their own wellbeing. It is 
therefore, very exciting for Bosch to be a founding partner 
of the IDH Learning Lab, which will enable new technology 
to be developed and tested and we look forward to the 
results it will produce.”

Peter Fouquet, President of Bosch, UK

DePuy Synthes Centre of Excellence 
for New Product Development
DePuy Synthes: A Centre of Excellence for New Product 
Development in Leeds will provide a facility for industry-
leading research, design, development, and testing of 
innovative solutions for the orthopaedics health care 
market. The investment will build upon the rich heritage 
in Leeds and long established collaboration with 
universities and teaching hospitals. DePuy Synthes 
employs over 600 people and supports a further 
1900 indirect jobs in Leeds. 
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Structural Genomics Consortium and 
University of Oxford creating cluster  
of biotechs
The Structural Genomics Consortium (SGC) at the 
University of Oxford has since 2011 attracted £21 million 
worth of inward private and industrial investment from 
eight partners for drug discovery in the UK (P�zer, Eli 
Lilly, Novartis, GlaxoSmithKline, Abbott, Takeda, and 
two leading global pharmaceutical companies). Two of 
the pharmaceutical companies joined in October 2012, 
each to contribute £2.6 million. Currently the SGC is 
in conversations with several other private foreign 
organisations interested in joining the consortium. 
Additionally the SGC is also in discussion with venture 
capitalists, the Technology Strategy Board, and the 
Department for Business Innovation and Skills, with 
plans to create a cluster of local biotechs on the basis 
of SGC’s extensive portfolio of innovative scienti�c and 
technological outputs. 

MRC and NIHR Phenome Centre open 
for collaboration
The MRC-NIHR Phenome Centre, which will analyse 
thousands of samples of blood, urine and tissue to 
discover how our genes interact with our environment 
to cause and affect the course of disease, will open at 

Imperial College London in 2013. The Centre is a 
partnership between the Medical Research Council, 

the National Institute for Health Research, 
analytical technology companies Bruker and 
Waters, and academic institutions King’s 
College London and Imperial College London.



14 Invest in UK Life Sciences 

P�zer partnership with the 
Cardiovascular Epidemiology 
Unit 

P�zer is partnering with the 
Cardiovascular Epidemiology Unit 
(CEU) at the University of Cambridge 
to combine population and laboratory 
science approaches to accelerate 
development of new medicines.

The CEU’s data and expertise includes: 
population-based epidemiological 
studies with extensive lifestyle, 
biomarker, other phenotypic 
information, and stored DNA on more 
than 50,000 cardiovascular disease 
cases and 50,000 controls; access 
to recall-by-genotype and recall-by-
phenotype resources; and expertise in 
therapeutics development.

“This collaboration with one of 
Europe’s top academic departments 
of population health sciences furthers 
P�zer’s strategy to tap into some of the 
leading scienti�c minds and resources 
in academia.”  
Rod MacKenzie, Group Senior 
Vice President and Head of 
PharmaTherapeutics R&D, P�zer

Babraham Research Campus 
commitment to open innovation 
with industry

The Babraham Research Campus 
in Cambridge, home to the world-
renowned Babraham Institute, has, 
in partnership with Neusentis (a 
division of P�zer) and MedImmune 
(the biologics arm of AstraZeneca) 
committed to open innovation at the 
heart of the Cambridge Bioscience 
cluster. The aims of the partnership are 
to increase the �ow of knowledge, to 
identify opportunities and to reduce 
barriers to early-stage discussions. 

The new collaboration will identify 
new therapeutic treatments, with the 
premise that early-stage collaboration 
can maximise success. 

“One of the great advantages of being 
in a biotech hub like Cambridge is 
that we can work closely with some 
of the most innovative groups in the 
world. I am looking forward to greater 
interaction with the scientists and 
companies at the Babraham Campus.”  
Dr Ruth McKernan, Senior Vice 
President of P�zer and Chief 
Scienti�c Of�cer at P�zer‘s 
Cambridge Research Unit, Neusentis 

Healthbox Europe supports 
entrepreneurs

Founded by US incubator and venture 
capital �rm Sandbox Industries, 
Healthbox supports healthcare 
entrepreneurs by providing early 
stage businesses with seed capital, 
business coaching and connections 
to organisations and individuals from 
across the healthcare spectrum, 
including private and public providers, 
investors, retailers, business experts 
and national health stakeholders. 
Sandbox Industries recently launched 
Healthbox Europe, which invested 
£50,000 in seven selected healthcare 
start-ups who moved from across 
Europe to London to participate 
in the programme. The �rst group 
of Healthbox Europe companies 
was announced in October 2012, 
including UK companies: Desktop 
Genetics (developing a DNA printer 
device), HomeTouch (introducing a 
multi-platform technology for older 
people and their carers to promote 
engagement and monitor acitivity), 
and Medopad (a mobile health 
platform that securely delivers patient 
information to physicians).

PARTNERSHIPS IN ACTION

EXAMPLES ACROSS THE UK

Johnson & Johnson Global 
Innovation Centre

Johnson & Johnson is establishing 
one of its four regional innovation 
centres in London. Targeted to 
open in some of the world’s leading 
innovation hotspots, the centre will 
serve as a regional hub focused on 
identifying early-stage innovations, 
and establishing novel collaborations 
to invest in and speed development 
of those innovations to solve unmet 
needs in patients. 

“The innovation centres will help to 
deepen our relationships with the 
communities in key innovation hotspots 
and better support local entrepreneurs. 
Ultimately, they will serve to help us 
more quickly identify and tap into 
technological advancements that have 
the potential to bene�t the health of 
people in the future.”  
Patrick Verheyen, Head of the London 
Innovation Centre, Johnson & Johnson

Almac Group and Queen’s 
University Belfast strategic 
alliance

The strategic alliance between Almac 
Group and Queen’s University, Belfast 
with £4.4 million support from Almac, 
Invest Northern Ireland and the 
McClay Trust, combines industrial 
and academic expertise with state 
of the art technology and access to 
patient samples through the Northern 
Ireland Biobank. Since 2011, a test has 
been developed and commercialised 
to predict patients with colon cancer 
who need chemotherapy, a test to 
predict the risk of dying from prostate 
cancer is undergoing validation and 
novel drug targets for breast and 
ovarian cancer have been identi�ed.
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London was the obvious place for us to launch 
our �rst Healthbox programme outside of 
the United States given the world-renowned 
academic institutions, focus on improving health 
and growing technology community.”  
Nina Nashif, CEO, Healthbox

© Ingram Publishing/ Getty Image:s – DNA
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Eli Lilly UK investment bringing 
together consortium of 
academics 

Over the last decade Eli Lilly has 
invested more than £100 million 
in its Surrey research centre, 
home to much of the company’s 
neuroscience research. In 2012, 
Eli Lilly invested £5.4 million in 
new early stage facilities at the 
site, which houses 130 clinical 
development scientists working 
across disciplines such as clinical 
pharmacology, pharmacokinetics, 
pharmnacodynamics, statistics and 
data sciences. 

Eli Lilly has invested in the UK due 
to the UK’s academic strength in 
neuroscience, and the ability to 
collaborate with academic institutions. 
In 2010, Eli Lilly established the 
Centre for Cognitive Neuroscience 
which brings together a consortium 
of scientists from Eli Lilly with world 
leading academics from six British 
universities and aims to improve the 
probability of clinical success for 
molecules targeting the symptoms 
of cognitive decline in schizophrenia, 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s disease.

Clinical Development 
Partnerships, Cancer Research 
UK (CRUK) and Cancer 
Research Technology (CRT)

Clinical Development Partnerships 
(CDP) is a joint initiative between 
CRUK and CRT. Targeting leading 
biotechnology and pharmaceutical 
companies with large pipelines that 
are forced to prioritise the agents 
taken into clinical development; its 
sole purpose is to bring life to de-
prioritised cancer agents. It offers early 
clinical development with no upfront 
cost to the company and projects are 
undertaken on a shared-risk basis. 
CDP will fund each study through 
early stage development with the 
company being given the �rst option 
to take forward and commercialise the 
drug in exchange for future royalty 
payments to CRT. If the company 
elects not to progress the project, all 
rights will be given to CRT to secure an 
alternative development partner, thus 
ensuring the programme has every 
possible chance of reaching patients. 
Since its formation, eight agents have 
been adopted under this initiative’s 
innovative business model including 
AstraZeneca, Astex Therapeutics, 
GlaxoSmithKline, Merck Serono, 
Immatics and Lorus Therapeutics with 
four projects now in Phase I and a 
further two due to enter the clinic in 
2013. The CDP team is actively seeking 
new agents to bring into the portfolio 
with a focus on small molecules and 
monoclonal antibodies.

PARTNERSHIPS IN ACTION CONTINUED

Division of Signal Transduction 
Therapy in alliance with major 
pharmaceutical companies

In 2012, six leading pharmaceutical 
companies committed over £14 million 
in new funding to the Division of 
Signal Transduction Therapy (DSTT) 
at the University of Dundee, which 
will secure 50 posts at the University 
for the next four years. The DSTT is a 
unique collaboration between scientists 
in the MRC Protein Phosphorylation 
Unit and the College of Life Sciences 
at the University of Dundee and six 
of the world’s leading pharmaceutical 
companies, namely AstraZeneca, 
Boehringer Ingelheim, GlaxoSmithKline, 
Janssen Pharmaceutica, Merck-Serono 
(Merck KGaA) and P�zer. Since it was 
set up in 1998, the DSTT has attracted 
£50 million in funding from the 
pharmaceutical industry to accelerate 
the development of speci�c inhibitors 
of kinases and phosphatases for the 
treatment of disease, as well as for 
the study of cell signalling. It is widely 
regarded as a model for effective 
academic-industry collaboration.
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The UK has a uniquely powerful combination of:

�›�� World-leading universities, science, facilities, and principal investigators

�›�� Established industrial R&D, manufacturing and supply chain

�›�� Translational research infrastructure and clinical network supported by key 
opinion leaders

�›�� Globally renowned research charities

�›�� A National Health Service with 60+ million patients and access to  
unrivalled, clinically coded, granular health data that tracks patients 
throughout care pathways

�›�� A �rm commitment to partner with industry and establish access points  
for industry to the UK life science base

�›�� A great place to undertake quality, ef�cient R&D and validate new products

An Integrated Healthcare Environment



18 Invest in UK Life Sciences 

In the future, the National Institute for 
Health Research (NIHR) funding for 
providers of NHS services undertaking 
clinical trials will be introducing a 
benchmark of 70 days or less from 
receipt of a valid research application 
to recruitment of the �rst participant. 

The UK is also committed to 
enabling every willing patient to be a 
research patient and embedding this 
commitment in the NHS Constitution. 
Through organisations like the UK 
Clinical Research Collaboration and the 
revamped UK Clinical Trials Gateway, 
the UK is encouraging more patients to 
participate in clinical research.

The UK is committed to making clinical study start-up  
more ef�cient by investing in health research 
infrastructure, encouraging patient participation in 
research studies, measuring this through performance 
metrics, introducing the health research authority to 
streamline approvals for clinical research, unlocking data 
and bioresources and simplifying access for industry.

Improving The Quality  
and Ef�ciency of  
Clinical Translation

The UK is an attractive 
location to initiate pivotal 
clinical studies and is a 
gateway to enter other 
European markets. ” 
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